
• Obey the same traffic signs, signals, and  
laws as a motorist.

• Signal when stopping or turning.
• Use a white front headlight and a red 

rear reflector or light at night.
• Yield the right-of-way to pedestrians on  

sidewalks, paths, trails, or in crosswalks.

• Yield the right-of-way to pedestrians 
and bicyclists crossing the road.

• Yield the right-of-way to pedestrians 
and bicyclists when turning.

• Share the road with bicyclists; they are  
legally allowed to ride on all roads.

• Leave at least 3 feet when passing bicy-
clists.

• Use hands-free technology if you must 
use a device; manual use beyond a sin-
gle touch is prohibited.

• Cross within a crosswalk when possible.
• Yield the right-of-way to motorists and  

bicyclists when crossing outside of a  
crosswalk.

• Allow ample time for a vehicle to yield 
prior to entering the street.

• Only enter the street during the “WALK”  
symbol when crossing at a signal. 

When walking . . .

When biking . . .

When driving . . .

Rectangular Rapid Flashing 
Beacon (RRFB)
 
When driving, yield to people in 
crosswalks, especially when lights 
are flashing. 

When walking or rolling, push a  
button to activate the signal and  
wait for a safe gap before crossing. 

1001 Woodward Ave., Suite 1400 • Detroit, MI 48226
313-961-4266 • fax 313-961-4869 • www.semcog.org  
infocenter@semcog.org

SOUTHEAST MICHIGAN COUNCIL OF GOVERNMENTS

Shared-lane markings (sharrows)
 

Bicyclists and drivers can use 
this space. While all roads – 
unless otherwise posted – are 
usable by motor vehicles and 
bicycles, shared-lane markings 
are often found in places with 
increased bicycling activity.

Bike lanes
 

These lanes are intended for 
people riding bikes, e-bikes, 
and scooters. Drivers can only 
enter this space when bike lane 
lines are dashed. 

Know the Roads State Laws

For more information go to:
SafeStreetsMi.org
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Biking safety tips
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Start crossing
You may begin to cross the street.

Don’t start
Do not enter the street. If you have  
already begun to cross continue to  
the other side. The counter at the  
bottom tells you the time remaining  
to finish crossing.

Don’t cross
Do not enter the street.

Follow pedestrian signals

• Look left-right-left before crossing a 
street and watch for turning vehicles.

• Cross streets at marked crosswalks or  
intersections.

• Obey all traffic signs and signals.
• Walk on the sidewalk; if there is no 

sidewalk, walk facing traffic.
• Make sure drivers see you. Wait for them 

to stop and make eye contact before 
crossing a street.

• Wear bright and reflective clothing when 
walking after dark and in bad weather.

• Stay alert when walking and avoid 
distractions, including talking or 
texting on your phone or listening to 
headphones.

• Be predictable and keep to one side of 
the trail to allow bicyclists to pass.

Walking safety tips

• Obey all traffic signs and signals.
• Ride with traffic, not against it, including 

on sidewalks and paths.
• Watch for turning vehicles at intersections  

and driveways. 
• Use hand signals when you plan to turn, 

slow down, or stop.
• Wear a properly fitted helmet.
• Yield to pedestrians on paved trails. Slow  

down on crowded trails.
• Use a white headlight, a red rear light, and 

bright and reflective clothing when it is 
dark outside.

• Stay alert when biking and avoid 
distractions, including talking or texting on 
your phone or listening to headphones.

Use hand signals

Stopping        Left turn             Right turn

SAFETY IS EVERYONE’S RESPONSIBILITY For more information, go to SafeStreetsMi.org

Driving safety tips

• Watch for people who are walking and 
biking.

• Yield to people walking and biking when 
turning.

• Stop or yield to people within all 
crosswalks.

• Leave at least 3 feet when passing 
bicyclists.

• Obey the posted speed limit.
• Do not block or park in crosswalks and  

bike lanes.
• Do not pass a vehicle that is stopped for 

pedestrians.
• Stay alert when driving and avoid 

distractions, like talking or texting on your 
phone or listening to headphones.

• Do not drive after consuming alcohol  
or drugs.

15mph  

30mph  

Slow down to see more

View from behind
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